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The University of Ottawa’s Refugee Hub is bringing 
together students, experts, community organizations and 
lawyers from across the country to offer their expertise 
in addressing the unprecedented refugee crisis, through 
the new Refugee Sponsorship Support Program (SSP).

“Bringing Canadians together to make a real difference is empowering,” 
says Prof. Jennifer Bond, the Faculty Director of the Refugee Hub. 

“Hundreds of lawyers have offered to volunteer their time—the response 
has been extraordinary.”

The SSP has three components:

• A matching program, which provides sponsor groups with 
support from pro-bono lawyers and law students;

• A training program, which trains lawyers and law students on 
the sponsorship process, and

• A public information program, which provides Canadians with 
easy-to-understand information.

This program is a timely response to a critical need; the UN Refugee 
Agency estimates there are nearly 20 million refugees globally. 
Canada has targets for government-assisted refugees and privately 
sponsored refugees, but if private sponsors don’t apply, that target 
may not be met.

The sponsorship process is complex, and can be overwhelming for 
those who don’t have specialized knowledge of the system. Fourth-
year law student Assma Basalamah discovered this when she tried to 
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help members of her extended family, who 
have been displaced from their home in Syria 
and are now living in Jordan.

“Even as a law student, I found the process 
hard to navigate,” said Basmalah. “The forms 
are complex, and it’s a challenge when people 
have left their homes and don’t have access to 
the proper documents. This program is helping 
to address the lack of accessibility in the system.”

Basalamah is one of 15 students selected to 
take part in the training program as part of 
the SSP. Students get a research credit for the 
program, where they are learning hands-on 
how to work with sponsors, as well as helping 
to write a manual for lawyers across Canada, 
and recruit pro-bono lawyers and translators 
to expand the program’s reach.

“The program is a win-win situation. Students 
often don’t have the time to volunteer because 
of our course loads, but this lets us get credit 
for working with our peers on something that 
really makes a difference,” she said.

While the program was initially focused on 
training a small number of students, the 
response has been tremendous and it quickly 
grew to include lawyers as well. On October 1, 
when Ottawa mayor Jim Watson hosted a 
public forum on Syrian refugee sponsorship, 
the program had already recruited over 50 local 
lawyers to be on site meeting with prospective 
sponsors—the legal clinic they set up for the 
event saw nearly 450 people.

Interest in the SSP has poured in from across 
Canada, and training sessions are now being 
rolled out in Toronto, Saskatoon, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Vancouver, Victoria, Halifax, and 
Fredericton. Hundreds of lawyers and law 
students from across the country have already 
signed up to donate their time in to assist with 
refugee sponsorship.

The University has pledged $50,000 to support 
the SSP (and an additional $150,000 to support 
other uOttawa initiatives to help refugees), 
and is now seeking matching contributions. 
The Community Foundation of Ottawa (CFO), 
an organization that works with its donors 
to meet critical and emerging needs in the 
community, stepped up immediately after 
the October 1 Public Forum at City Hall and 
facilitated a generous donation of $30,000 
from anonymous donors to the SSP.

Bibi Patel, Vice-President of CFO, states that 
the organization committed to supporting the 
SSP due to its potential to result in positive, 
systemic and sustainable change for our city. 
Having this opportunity to rally our donors in 
support of this cause through a ground-breaking 
and brilliant initiative like the SSP really goes 
to the heart of what CFO is all about.”

Canadians have been mobilized by the heart- 
breaking situation facing Syrian refugees, but 
Prof. Bond, emphasizes that there are millions 
of refugees from other regions that also need 
assistance, and that the SSP supports sponsor-
ship of refugees from anywhere in the world. 
She hopes to see the SSP continue to grow, to 
build much-needed capacity in the Canadian 
sponsorship system, and to ultimately help 
more Canadians get more refugees to safety 
as quickly as possible. §

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor 
or offering pro-bono legal advice, please visit 
the SPP website at refugeessp.ca. To make a 
donation to support the SSP, please visit:
alumni.uOttawa.ca/helping-refugees.

“Sponsoring refugees is an amazing 
experience that saves lives, gives 
the gift of hope to people who are 
lost in despair and changes us forever 
as individuals and as a nation.”

 – LIZ McWEENY, MEMBER OF THE ORDER OF CANADA, EXPERT WITH  
OVER 35 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT
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2015 was another incredible year for the Common Law Section’s 
mooting program. Following up on 2014’s stellar performances, this 
year’s crop of mooters came through with even more victories, and a 
truly strong showing in every competition uOttawa entered.

This included placing first at the Willem C. Vis International Commer-
cial Arbitration Moot, which brings competitors from more that 250 schools 
around the world. After uOttawa’s victory, the competition’s director, 
Stefan Kröll, remarked that “Ottawa is one of the most successful teams 
in the history of the moot, which shows the importance of a ‘moot 
culture’ and a group of alumni which support the current teams.”

uOttawa has worked hard to build a culture of mooting success. The 
Nelligan First-Year Moot is the first opportunity for students to engage 

with the program. Many of the students who perform well in the 
Nelligan go on to join the teams that compete at the national and 
international levels.

The moot culture at uOttawa means our students want to be a part of 
these competitions, and once selected to take part, invariably dedicate 
themselves to the success of their teams. Mooting at uOttawa is not 
simply another active learning option or a way to earn credits. Here, 
our students approach it the way athletes approach the Olympics: with 
honour, desire and passion.

uOttawa is known around the world as a powerhouse. Simply put, the 
dedication of our mooters and coaches has created a legacy such that 
the name uOttawa commands respect from every school in the world. 

Moot Culture:
A Year of Unprecedented Moot Competition Success for uOttawa

FEATURE
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In 2015, the Common 
Law Section racked  
up the following list  
of impressive moot 
competition results:

2015 Willem C. Vis Commercial 
Arbitration Moot: FIRST PLACE

2015 Walsh Family Law Negotiation 
Competition: FIRST PLACE  

and SECOND PLACE

2015 Clara Barton International 
Humanitarian Law Competition: 

FIRST PLACE

2015 Canadian Client Consultation 
Competition: FOURTH PLACE

14th Annual International Law 
School Mediation Tournament: 

THIRD and FOURTH PLACE

Oxford International  
Intellectual Property Moot:  

THIRD BEST SPEAKER

Julius Alexander Isaac Diversity  
Moot 2015: SECOND PLACE, 

RESPONDENT CATEGORY

Canadian Corporate/Securities  
Law Moot: THIRD PLACE, FACTUM 

CATEGORY

2015 Philip C. Jessup International 
Law Moot Court Competition, 
Canadian Qualifying Round:  

FIRST PLACE

2015 WTO European Law Students’ 
Association Moot Competition, 

North American Regional Round: 
SECOND PLACE

2015 Harold G. Fox Intellectual 
Property Moot: FIRST PLACE

2015 Tulane National  
Baseball Arbitration Competition: 

FIRST PLACE

Charles Rousseau International Law 
Moot Competition: FIRST PLACE

Foreign Direct Investment  
International Arbitration Moot: 

SECOND PLACE

In fact, uOttawa gets invitations from 
universities around the globe to participate 
in their pre-moots—everyone wants to 
take a shot at the champions before the 
major competitions.

If that last point reads like hyperbole, take it 
from the mouths of the Vis moot competitors 
themselves, whose enthusiasm is truly 
representative of the current attitude 
towards mooting across the whole of the 
Common Law Section: “I’ve never been 
more excited to start my legal career or 
more grateful for the opportunities that my 
law school has provided,” said team member 
Devon Robertson.

“The Vis Moot was without a doubt the high-
light of my legal studies,” adds James Plotkin, 
one of Devon’s teammates. “The opportunity 
to compete at such a high level with top 
students and arbitrators from around the 
world provides a benefit I wish all law students 
could realize!”

“The most amazing part of this experience was joining a community of past 
moot participants, both from our own school and schools around the world,” 
says Eliane Tremblay. “We owe our success to our coaches and all of the 
former team members who read hundreds of pages of draft memoranda, sat 
through hours of practices and even flew to Vienna to support us!”

Truly the mooting culture at the Common Law Section has become a key 
part of the experience of law school at uOttawa. The sense of belonging to 
something bigger—of being part of a legacy—has taken hold here, producing 
an energy amongst the student body that is fresh and exciting for all who get 
to experience it.

And mooting is not just for students… an impressive list of alumni have 
been involved with the program, volunteering their time to help coach 
teams, or judging competitions.

The Common Law Section is very proud of all of this year’s moot court 
competitors and coaches. We thank them for representing the best of our 
law school, and we hope they will stay a part of the very special mooting 
community at uOttawa for many years to come. §

from left: Kristen Holman,  
Éliane Tremblay, Leona Kung,  
John Siwiec (coach), Anthony Daimsis 
(coach), James Plotkin, Laura Metcalfe, 
Devon Robertson

“The Vis Moot was 
without a doubt the 
highlight of my legal 
studies.”

 – JAMES PLOTKIN
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Carrying on the Legacy  
of Nicole LaViolette
May 22, 2015, was a sad day for uOttawa Common Law 
faculty and students alike, as respected and beloved 
teacher and scholar Nicole LaViolette passed away. 
Our faculty and our community will never be the same 
without her.

As Dean Nathalie Des Rosiers said when she communicated news of Nicole’s 
passing to the Faculty “Nicole was a visionary professor, fighting for a just 
society, just for its immigrants and refugees, just for its LGBT community, 
just for its poor and vulnerable.”

Nicole will be remembered for her dedication to helping others, as well as 
for her many achievements. Nicole received numerous prestigious awards 
for her exceptional teaching and graduate student mentoring, her prolific 
research and publishing, her dedication to faculty administration, and her 
community service.

In 2014, the Association des juristes d’ expression française de l’ Ontario 
honoured Nicole with its Ordre du Mérite; and the Lambda Foundation 
renamed its award at uOttawa the “Nicole LaViolette Friends of Lambda 
Prize”. Most recently, Nicole was awarded the SOGIC (Sexual Orientation 
and Gender Identity) Hero Award from the Canadian Bar Association. Some-
how Nicole also found the time to train as a competitive cyclist and skier.

Nicole graduated from the Common Law Section, winning the gold 
medal, in 1996. She joined the Faculty as a professor in the French 
Common Law Program in 1998 and became a member of the Common 
Law Honour Society in 2006. Nicole taught International Law, Human 
Rights, Refugee Law and Family Law, in both English and French. She was 

the co-author of two books, Every Cyclist’s Guide to Canadian Law (with 
Prof. Craig Forcese) and L’ essentiel du droit de la famille dans les provinces et 
territoires de common law au Canada (with Julie Audet).

Students and colleagues said goodbye to Nicole at a memorial service for 
her on June 15, 2015.

“Nicole’s contributions to the collegial life of our Faculty and to the French 
Common Law Program, to our students, to legal scholarship, and to 
Canadian and international law reform, were immeasurable. We are 
brokenhearted by her loss but confident she will live on in the many 
lives she touched and through the continuing impact of her work here in 
the law school and far beyond it,” said Prof. Martha Jackman, a friend and 
colleague of Nicole’s.

Last summer, Nicole created an endowment to support two of her most 
passionate interests: immigrant and refugee students, and the French 
Common Law Program at uOttawa. The “Nicole LaViolette Fund for 
Immigrant and Refugee Students Enrolled in the Common Law 
Program in French” will offer funding support to these students and 
projects promoting their academic and professional success. §

Donations to help carry on Nicole’s legacy can be made to the Nicole 
LaViolette Fund through the University of Ottawa website at:
alumni.uOttawa.ca/fund-search.

Donations can also be made to the “Nicole LaViolette Friends of Lambda 
Prize,” which recognizes excellence in research on law and public policy 
issues affecting gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered and intersex 
(LGBTI) people.

IN MEMORIAM
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Head of Air Canada 
and Common Law 
Alumnus Calin Rovinescu 
Becomes Chancellor
The University of Ottawa has set a 
skyward course, with Calin Rovinescu,  
Air Canada president and chief executive 
officer, becoming the 14th chancellor 
in its history. He succeeds the Right 
Honorable Michaëlle Jean, who stepped 
down as chancellor last April when  
she was elected secretary general of  
the Organisation international de  
la Francophonie.

Rovinescu earned a degree in common law from 
uOttawa in 1980. Before that, he received a DEC from 
McGill University in 1974 and a degree in civil law 
from the University of Montreal in 1978.

In 2014, the University bestowed an honorary doctorate 
on him in recognition of his distinguished career in 
corporate law and business. In the same year, he became 
a member of the uOttawa campaign cabinet.

Mr. Rovinescu first joined Air Canada in April 2000, 
serving in a variety of senior management positions, 
including as Executive Vice President of Corporate 
Development and Strategy, Chairman of its various 
subsidiaries and as Chief Restructuring Officer until 
April 2004. In November, 2004, he became a co-founder 
and Principal of Genuity Capital Markets, an indepen-
dent investment bank.

He returned to Air Canada on April 1, 2009, as President 
and Chief Executive Officer. At a time of economic 
turbulence and financial distress, he piloted the airline’s 
transformation to global expansion, improved customer 
satisfaction and dramatically increased profitability 
while overseeing the return to a surplus position of 
its $15-billion pension plan. Air Canada has also been 
recognized as the leading North American airline for 
five years running by the leading global airline rating 
agency. As a result, in 2013, Report on Business magazine 
named him Canada’s best CEO.

In 2012, Calin Rovinescu was elected chair of the Star 
Alliance Chief Executive Board, the controlling body 
of the 27-member Star Alliance network of airlines. 
In June 2014, he was elected to chair the board of gover-
nors of the International Air Transport Association 
(IATA). Mr. Rovinescu also serves on the boards of 
several private and non-profit corporations. §

ALUMNI NEWS
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The Common Law faculty is fortunate to have many outstanding scholars and educators.  
Here are a few highlights of their achievements in the past few months…

FACULTY NEWS

Adam Dodek

2015 has been a good year for Professor 
Adam Dodek, who was named as a reci-
pient of the 2015 Law Society Medal—
the Law Society of Upper Canada’s top 
honour—and won the prestigious Walter 
Owen Book Prize this year.

Prof. Dodek has been a member of the 
Law Society of Upper Canada for the past 15 years. He holds law degrees 
from the University of Toronto and Harvard University, and is known 
across Canada and internationally as a leader, an innovator, a mentor and 
an award-winning educator.

“Prof. Dodek’s research untangles complex issues and inspires new 
reflections about the role of lawyers, the courts and regulators in ensuring 
the integrity of the legal profession,” says Dean Nathalie Des Rosiers.

As an educator, Prof. Dodek has, among other things, created one of 
Canada’s only courses on the Supreme Court of Canada, which leverages 
the law school’s proximity to the Court to give students a detailed under-
standing of the Supreme Court as an institution.

As a researcher, he has gained a sterling reputation for bringing law to 
the public, having authored, co-authored or co-edited seven books and 
more than 30 articles or book chapters. His books include a popular guide 
to the Constitution—called The Canadian Constitution—which was named 
to The Hill Times list of the top 100 books in Politics, Public Policy and 
History in 2013.

Prof. Dodek’s latest book, Solicitor-Client Privilege, has been chosen by 
the Foundation for Legal Research as the winner of the 2015 Walter Owen 
Book Prize, which is given to the book judged to be of most use to lawyers 
and judges in their practice.

Through his persistent efforts in researching, teaching and disseminating 
information to the public on public law, legal ethics and the regulation of 
the legal practice, Prof. Dodek has irrefutably contributed to preserving 
and advancing the integrity of the legal profession.

Suzanne Bouclin

Professor Suzanne Bouclin became the first 
legal scholar to receive an Early Researcher 
Award from the Ontario Ministry of Research 
and Innovation for a five-year project 
entitled “Addressing the Access to Justice 
Crisis for Homeless People: The Potential 
for New Communications Technologies.”

Dr. Bouclin’s research aims to facilitate access to justice for homeless and 
street-involved people in Ontario. Using new media and communications 
technologies, the project aims to enhance homeless people’s digital literacy 
and increase their access to necessary legal information. The project will 
use digital storytelling and qualitative interviews with street-involved 
people to assess their legal needs, and examine ways that social networking 
sites can increase their engagement with the law as active agents exercising 
their rights, rather than as passive people who experience legal regulation 
on a daily basis.

This research project complements the work that Prof. Bouclin does to 
promote access to justice in Ottawa, through the Ticket Defence Program 
(TDP), a mobile, volunteer-run legal service that works with marginalized, 
homeless and street-involved people, helping them fight the often 
unaffordable and discriminatory fines they receive for minor offences.

The TDP began in the early 2000s, but nearly disappeared after the Law 
Society of Upper Canada changed its rules around the provision of legal 
services and began to strictly regulate paralegal-type legal representa-
tion in 2007. In 2014, Prof. Bouclin relaunched the TDP as a University of 
Ottawa community-campus partnership.

Today, lawyers do regular drop-in hours at Centretown Community 
Health Centre, the Ottawa Mission, Centre 454 and the Somerset West 
Community Health Centre. Students shadow the lawyers during intake 
and assist with administrative matters. The volunteer lawyers represent 
service-users in provincial court, or negotiate directly with the provincial 
crown to have charges withdrawn.

The TDP has seen great success under Prof. Bouclin’s leadership, helping 
its service users to assert and exercise their legal rights and saving them 
thousands of dollars.

Teresa Scassa

Professor Teresa Scassa has been awarded 
the 2014–2015 Award for Excellence in 
Research by the Association of Professors 
of the University of Ottawa (APUO).

The goal of the award is to celebrate a 
researcher at the University of Ottawa 
who has earned distinction for herself or 

himself, as well as the institution in general, as a result of the importance 
and exceptional characteristics of her or his research work.

Since the beginning of her teaching career, Prof. Scassa has been awarded 
over $2.5 million in research funding, securing a brilliant reputation as 

one of uOttawa’s most outstanding bilingual researchers. The APUO 
award adds to her growing list of recognitions; in 2014, she was awarded 
the Canadian Association of Law Teachers Award for Academic Excel-
lence, further highlighting her dedication to the profession in both 
research and teaching.

Prof. Scassa is the Canada Research Chair in Information Law. Her recent 
research has focused on intellectual property, privacy and law and 
technology. She has ongoing research projects on trademarks and the 
freedom of expression, on intellectual property issues in citizen science, 
on legal issues in digital cartography, and on various issues related to 
open government and open data.
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Professor  
Constance Backhouse

Widely recognized as 
one of Canada’s foremost 
legal historians, Professor 
Backhouse was awarded  
a prestigious Molson Prize 
for Social Sciences by the 
Canada Council for the 
Arts for 2015. The Molson 
Prizes, worth $50,000 each, 
reward and encourage 
contributions to Canada’s 
cultural and intellectual 
heritage; historically, they 
have been awarded to a 
wide range of individuals, 
from poets, visual artists 
and musicians to philo- 
sophers, economists 
and historians.

Professor  
Stuart Elgie

Professor Stewart Elgie 
was selected as the 2015 
winner of Canada’s 
Clean50 Award in the 
Thought Leader category. 
The Clean50 awards 
annually honour Canada’s 
leaders in sustainability 
and are considered to be 
Canada’s foremost awards 
in the field of environment 
and economy. Prof. Elgie 
was recognized for his  
role as the founder of 
Sustainable Prosperity, 
Canada’s major green 
economy think tank 
and research network.

Professor  
Martha Jackman

Professor Martha Jackman 
was honoured with the 
Canadian Bar Association’s 
(CBA) 2015 Touchstone 
Award, which is presented 
annually to an individual 
who promotes equality  
in the legal profession. 
Recognizing her 25 years 
of commitment to 
upholding the equality 
rights of those living in 
poverty, the Award is a 
testament to Prof. Jackman’s 
long-standing dedication 
to research, teaching, 
activism, and litigation 
to advance equality and 
social justice in Canada.

Dean  
Nathalie Des Rosiers

Common Law Dean 
Nathalie Des Rosiers has 
been awarded the Lawyer 
Emeritus distinction, a 
special honour granted 
by the Barreau du Québec 
to pay tribute to its most 
deserving members. 
The Lawyer Emeritus 
distinction honours 
members of the Quebec 
bar who have brought 
honour to the legal 
profession over the course 
of an outstanding 
professional career.

Professor  
Errol Mendes

Professor Errol Mendes 
was recently elected 
President of the Canadian 
Chapter of the Interna-
tional Commission of 
Jurists (ICJ), a worldwide 
organization based in 
Geneva with chapters 
all over the world. The 
ICJ is one of the most 
prestigious and oldest 
legal organizations in 
Canada, established in 
1958. It comprises many 
of Canada’s leading 
present and former 
lawyers and judges, 
including several from 
the Supreme Court 
of Canada.

Faculty Awards and Distinctions

Every year, Common Law’s diverse faculty amasses a wide variety of awards and distinctions.  
Here are some highlights:

Law and Technology Researchers Win Prestigious Grants
Professors Valerie Steeves (Faculty of Social Sciences) and Jane Bailey 
(Faculty of Law, Common Law Section) have received a grant for a project 
entitled “The eQuality Project,” which brings together a broad range of 
civil society, educational and government partners interested in exploring 
young peoples’ experiences online. Professors Jeremy de Beer and 
Chidi Oguamanam, both from the Common Law Section, were awarded 
a grant to expand their Open African Innovation Research network, known 
as Open AIR. The SSHRC Partnership Grants are each worth approximately 
$2.5 million, spread out over seven years.

Through the highly competitive Partnership Grant process, 24 projects 
were shortlisted in 2014, of which close to half were selected as recipients. 
That two of those projects hail from the same research centre at uOttawa 
is both an incredible feat and proof that the Centre for Law, Technology 
and Society is truly at the forefront of research in its field.
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Special 
Events

Throughout the year, the Common Law Section hosts countless events for students, alumni 
and the general public. Here are a few of the noteworthy events from the past year.

Dean Nathalie Des Rosiers welcomes new students at the Orientation Luncheon.

Orientation Luncheon

Welcoming Two New Supreme Court Judges

We had the honour of welcoming two 
new justices to the Supreme Court of 
Canada this year. On March 19th, we 
welcomed Justice Suzanne Côté, and on 
November 4th, Justice Russell Brown.
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2015 Honour Society  
Inductees: Excellence  
at Work

uOttawa Common Law welcomed five new inductees 
to the Honour Society. These five individuals have used 
their legal education as a foundation for the achieve-
ment of great success in their chosen professions.

Perry Dellelce (LL.B. 1990)
Perry Dellelce is a founder and Managing Partner 
of Wildeboer Dellelce LLP, one of Canada’s leading 
corporate finance law firms. He practises in the areas 
of securities, corporate finance and mergers and 
acquisitions. Perry has been recognized as one of 
Canada’s leading practitioners in the areas of techno-
logy transactions in the 2012–2014 Canadian Legal 
Lexpert Directories.

Mr. Dellelce has served on the boards of directors 
of various corporations and various charitable and 
not-for-profit organizations, and has received many 
awards and recognitions for his community service.

Alan D’Silva (J.D. 1987)
Alan D’Silva is currently a senior partner at Stikeman Elliott LLP in Toronto. 
Mr. D’Silva has a diverse commercial litigation practice and is considered 
a leading litigation lawyer in Canada with expertise in a number of areas of 
law, including class actions, securities law and directors’ and officers’ liability.

He has served as an adjunct professor at three law schools (Ottawa, Toronto 
and Western). He also took time out of private practice to serve as Legal 
Counsel at the Ontario Human Rights Commission. Mr. D’Silva has been a 
board member, committee member and volunteer of various charitable 
or non-profit organizations. He is also founder and co-founder of several 
university scholarships.

Vahan Kololian (LL.B. 1979)
After being called to the Bar in Ontario in 1981, Mr. Kololian joined the 
Corporate Finance/Investment Banking Group of Burns Fry (today BMO 
Nesbitt Burns). As a Partner and Director at Burns Fry and subsequently 
Gordon Capital, Mr. Kololian led transactions in public financing and M&A. 
In the early 1990’s he turned towards venture capital and private equity, 
the investment area in which he directs TerraNova Partners today.

Mr. Kololian is engaged in community projects in education, healthcare, 
and the promotion of diversity in business and government. A passion 
of Vahan’s is the resolution of geopolitical conflicts, which led him to 
co-found the Mosaic Institute. He and his family have also established a 
scholarship at the uOttawa for two international LL.M. candidates to be 
recruited from conflicted regions of the world.

Anne Levesque (LL.B. 2007)
Ms. Levesque is currently co-director of the Law Practice Program at 
the University of Ottawa, where she helped create and implement an 
innovative experiential learning program for law school graduates.

Anne is a human rights lawyer who has worked with a wide range of 
equality seeking groups, legal clinics and not-for-profit organisations on 
test case litigation, interventions, appeals and law reform initiatives. Anne 
is currently the Co-Chair of the National Association of Women and the 
Law, Chair of the Human Rights Committee of the Council of Canadians 
with Disabilities and a member of the Board of Directors of the Court 
Challenges Program of Canada.

Lise Maisonneuve (LL.B. 1989)
The Honourable Lise Maisonneuve was appointed Chief Justice of the 
Ontario Court of Justice in May 2015. She was appointed to the Ontario 
Court of Justice in 2003 and presided over criminal matters in the Ottawa 
area for 12 years, rising to the role of Regional Senior Judge, East Region 
in 2011 and then Associate Chief Judge of the Ontario Court of Justice in 
2013. She has distinguished herself as a leader and innovator, responsible 
for court initiatives related to court modernization, judicial education, 
public legal education and addressing criminal court delay, among 
many others.

Before joining the judiciary, Chief Justice Maisonneuve was a partner 
with the Ottawa firm of Carroll, Wallace and Maisonneuve, where she 
practiced criminal law.

from left: Dean Nathalie Des Rosiers, Vahan Kololian, Anne Levesque, Lise Maisonneuve, Alan D’Silva, Perry Dellelce
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Prof. Craig Forcese’s New Book Showcases 
Security Law Expertise

Canada’s new anti-terrorism law, known as Bill C-51, 
initially enjoyed strong public support, in the wake of 
the attacks that killed Warrant Officer Patrice Vincent 
and Corporal Nathan Cirillo in October 2014. But the 
bill became much more controversial upon further 
examination—it was the subject of much debate 
in the media, as well as a contentious issue in the 
2015 election campaign—as Canadians realized that 
the bill’s approach raised significant concerns about 
privacy, Charter rights and proper oversight.

A key voice in the debate was that of uOttawa Professor 
Craig Forcese, who, along with University of Toronto 
colleague Kent Roach, recently published False Security: 
The Radicalization of Canadian Anti-terrorism (Irwin 
Law, 2015). The book is the result of months of analysis 
and debate in which Forcese and Roach, as two of 
Canada’s foremost experts on national security and 
anti-terrorism law, featured prominently. A profile in 
Maclean’s cited the two as “the intellectual core of 
what’s emerged as surprisingly vigorous push-back 
against the Anti-Terrorism Act.”

Forcese says he was motivated to participate in the 
public debate by a sense of duty. “Academics are the 
last line of independent opinion,” he said. “At a time 
when civil society and Parliamentary research bureaus 

are seeing reduced capacity 
for policy analysis, we have 
a responsibility to speak truth 
to power.”

He added that he hoped 
to inspire further debate 
on the issue of terrorism 
and national security law—
an area where not many 
academics have specialized 
knowledge. “It’s hard to 
base your career on subject 
matter that is always secret,” 
Forcese joked.

In False Security, Forcese and Roach examine how Bill 
C-51 both under- and over-reaches—they explain that 
the new measures fail to address coordination issues 
that have been raised in the recommendations of the 
Arar and Air India inquiries, while also going further 
than ever before in allowing CSIS to break the law and 
violate Charter rights as part of its steps to disrupt 
threats to Canada’s security.

False Security is available in paperback and e-book  
formats, from Irwin Law and Chapters/Indigo.


